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Introduction  
This report updates the reports for 2003 and 2004, which gave further background 
information.  It is very pleasing that the number of records received has increased 
greatly compared with 2004.  The number of sites with records has also increased 
gratifyingly since last year: records (including null-reports) from over 30 sites in 2005 
compared with 14 sites in 2004. 
 
Features of the year included: 

·  A well-attended field trip to Aston Rowant, with a special emphasis on the 
Silver-spotted Skipper 

·  Surveys (with permission) at the private sites of Pyrton Hill and Shirburn Hill, 
that filled the gap in recent records between Watlington Hill and Bald Hill 

·  A presentation on the Silver-spotted Skipper at the Upper Thames Branch 
Members’ Day. 

 
General situation 
Summarising the 2005 results by site, (with 2004 numbers in brackets where 
applicable), based on information supplied to me by emails, website and personally: 
Aldbury Nowers.  A first (probable) sighting of 1 SSS seen at this reserve.  Not clear if 
it might be a vagrant or an unofficial introduction. 
Aston Rowant, Bald Hill.  126 (36) reported in total, max in one visit = 64 (20). 
Aston Rowant, Beacon Hill.  306 (179) reported in total, max in one visit = 110 (170).  
This is the strongest population in the area. 
Aston Rowant, Linkey Down.  45 (9) seen in one visit. 
Aston Upthorpe. Transect total = 2 (1).  Population just holding on in the face of 
unsuitable grazing (again) by sheep in summer – but could be resolved in future. 
Beacon Hill (Chequers).  Only one reported (none in 2004). 
Buttlers Hangings.  39 (1) reported in total, max in one visit = 18 (1). 
Coombe Hill.  Four null reports, compared with 1 sighting in 2004. 
Grangelands.  Only 1 (1) reported. 
Great Kimble Warren.  2 reported, no reports in 2004. 
Happy Valley, Chequers.  Only null report, compared with 1 seen in 2004. 
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Hartslock Reserve.  None found, despite two intensive searches. None seen in 2004, 
but 1 or 2 seen in 2003. 
Kop Hill.  1 seen, no reports in 2004. 
Pyrton Hill.  A first survey (with permission) at this private site yielded about 15 SSS. 
Shirburn Hill.  A more thorough survey was possible this year, with permission to 
stray off the public footpath, yielding 14 SSS (7 found in 2004). 
Swyncombe Downs.  General Transect total = 38, max in one visit = 18.  Numbers on 
transect during 2002, 03, 04 & 05 were 19, 30, 40 & 38 respectively. 
Turville.  None found, despite a search at the peak of the flight period, and none in 
2004, but 1 SSS in 2003. 
Watlington Hill.  48 (105) reported in total, max in one visit = (29) 39.  Still a 
reasonably strong colony, despite heavy grazing by rabbits, but not as good as it used 
to be. 
Windsor Hill, Princes Risborough.  First report in recent years of 1 SSS. 
Yoesden Bank.  5 (1) reported in total, max in one visit = 2 (1). 
 
Overall numbers in 2004 
The number of individual butterflies reported rose from 382 in 2004 to 663 in 2005.  
This was mainly due to the recording effort increasing from 22 non-zero records in 
2004 to 39 in 2005.  The area surveyed also increased, from 12 non-zero sites in 2004 
to 17 in 2005.  The flight period was about 5-8 days later than in the previous two 
years.  The last sightings of SSS were reported on 12 September from Aston Rowant. 
 
There is evidence that SSS are becoming less demanding in terms of warmth, and are 
willing to occupy areas of habitat that are not south-facing.  This can be seen at 
Watlington Hill, where SSS are as likely to be found on the west- and north-facing 
slopes as on the south-facing slopes.  Further evidence comes from two observations 
of females laying eggs in non-typical positions in short grassland well away from the 
bare ground that has in the past been favoured for its extra warmth. 
 
Evidence of range expansion – contraction 
The main meta-population, stretching from Swyncombe Downs through Watlington, 
Pyrton, Shirburn, Bald and Beacon Hills, continues to be strong.  The transects at 
Beacon Hill and Bald Hill show upward trends in numbers since 1976, very similar to 
the national picture. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It was useful this year to be able to confirm the continuing existence of the colonies at 
Pyrton and Shirburn Hills in the middle of this meta-population. 
 

National fluctuations in 
abundance (in black) 
and abundance at Aston 
Rowant (Beacon Hill, in 
red) over time, 
expressed as Log 
Collated Index. Bald Hill 
is similar.  (Butterfly 
Monitoring Scheme) 



The isolated sites at Aston Upthorpe, Hartslock and Turville Hill are weak and 
variable, with no SSS seen at either Hartslock or Turville since 2003.  The “north-
east” fringe, beyond Beacon Hill mainly comprises rather small and variable sites, 
with the exception of Buttler’s Hangings, which has a medium-sized population 
(although no SSS were reported in the years when Buttler’s Hangings had a regular 
transect walked).  Existing known sites in this area generally have reports of 1 to 4 
SSS in some years and none in others.  This year two sites, Windsor Hill (Princes 
Risborough), and probably Aldbury Nowers, had their first sightings of recent years. 
 
Reasons for Concern and Optimism 
On the whole, Silver-spotted Skippers are maintaining the expanded range in the 
Chilterns that they have occupied since the 1970s.  However, we have not in the last 3 
years seen any clear evidence of expansion of breeding sites since the major survey by 
Leeds University in 2000.  This may reflect the observation from the Butterfly 
Monitoring Scheme that the national status over the last 10 years is stable, rather than 
increasing. 
 
Many thanks to everyone who reported their sightings to me or to the UTB website in 
2005.  I collate all the details received, including grid references, weather, 
male/female, eggs, etc., for future reference.  However, please also report all 
sightings formally to Jim Asher – there are still very few records per year in the 
Levana database.  In addition, I would be glad to receive hot information during the 
2006 flight period by email, phone or the UTB web-site.  The area between Princes 
Risborough and Ivinghoe Beacon is especially important, as well as the dip-slope of 
the Chilterns. 
 
This is a cut-down report for the UTB web-site.  If you would like to receive a longer, 
more detailed report by email, please contact Richard Soulsby. 
 
SSS Champions team 
Richard Soulsby (01491 835226, r.soulsby@ntlworld.com ) 
Mike Wilkins 
Nick Bowles (exchange of records for SSS and Chalkhill Blues) 



Appendix 1.  Provisional records of Silver-spotted Skipper for 2004/5. 
 

 

Site Reported by 2004 Site total Reported by 2005 Site to tal
Aldbury Nowers Malcolm Hull 1 1
Aston Rowant, Bald Hill 36 Campbells 64 126

Dave Ferguson 20 Richard Rogers 50
David Newland 6 RLS 12
Tony Croft 0
Paul Huckle 0
Gerry Kendal 3
Neil Lambert 7

Aston Rowant, Beacon Hill RLS 170 179 Neil Lambert 2 306
Francis Gomme 3 Tony Croft 1
Tony Croft 4 Paul Huckle 22
Paul Huckle 2 Dave Wilton 12

Paul Huckle 110
RLS 71
Browns 50
Paul Huckle 16
Paul Huckle 20
Paul Huckle 2

Aston Rowant, South M40 side RLS 9 9 RLS 45 45
Aston Upthorpe Barry Collett 1 1 Mike Wilkins 0 4

Barry Collett 2
Gerry Kendall 0
Mike Wilkins 2

Bacombe Hill/Down Dennis Dell 0 0
Beacon Hill (Chequers) Tom D. 0 1

Tom D. 1
Tom D & Dennis D 0
Dave Ferguson 0

Buttlers Hangings A & J Gudge 1 1 Tom D. 1 39
Tony Croft 0
RLS 18
Tom D & Dennis D 16
Ched George 4

Chawley Manor Farm
Chequers Estate
Coombe Hill Campbells 0 1 Tom D. 0 0

Tom Dunbar 0 Nick Bowles 0
Nick Bowles 1 Tom D. 0

Dave Ferguson 0
Daws Hill Ched George 0 0
Grangelands/Pulpit/Kimble Rr Tom D. 1 1 Tom D. 1 1
Great Kimble Warren Tom D. 2 2

Tom D & Dennis D 0
Happy Valley Chequers Tom D. 1 1 Dave Ferguson 0 0
Hartslock Reserve RLS 0 0 David Redhead 0 0

Derek Brown 0
Ibstone
Ivinghoe Beacon Malcolm Hull 0 0
Killdown Bank
Kimble Rifle Range /Bcc/LA Tom D. 0 0
Kingstanding Hill Jim Asher 0 0
Kingston Hill A
Kop Hill A Tom D. 0 1

Alan Showler 1
Tom D & Dennis D 0



 
 
Notes:  Site names taken from Levana records 1984-2002, plus some additional ones. 
            RLS = Richard Soulsby, Tom D = Tom Dunbar, Dennis D = Dennis Dell 

Lodge Hill Campbells 0 0
Ched George 0

Morlands Farm triangle RLS 0 0
Ched George 0

North Unhill Bank
Oven Bottom Mike Wilkins 0 0
Pulpit Hill Grangelands
Pyrton Hill DR, MAW, PH, RLS 15 15
Risborough Kop Tom D & Dennis D 1 1
Shirburn Hill RLS 7 7 David Redhead 5 19

DR, MAW, PH, RLS 14
Swain's Wood RLS 0 0
Swyncombe Downs RLS (max) 40 40 RLS (max) 34 48

Jim Asher 14
Turville (Cobstone) Hill RLS 0 0 RLS 0 0
Watlington Hill 105 Peter Bugg 10 48

Paul Huckle 39 Chris Woodrow 8
Darren Ward 24 David Redhead 1
Dave Fuller 29 RLS 29
Martin Raper 12
Gerry Kendall 1

Windsor Hill, Princes Risborough Alan Showler 1 1
Yoesden Bank RLS 0 1 Dave Ferguson 2 5

Ched George 1
Dave Wilton 0

Dave Ferguson 1 RLS 0
Dave Ferguson 0 Ched George 2


