Species Champion report  Silver-spotted Skipper 2004
Hesperia comma

General situation

A full report was written in 2003, with some general obsgsua. The present report
is an update describing the records for 2004. This is a shdnengon of the report
— those who would like to see the full version should contact Richaulsby.
Provisional records for 2004 communicated by members of UTB lyl,emord-of-
mouth, and the web-site “Butterfly Diary” are tabulatethatend of the report.
Many thanks to all for passing on their sightings. Summarisyngjte:

Aston Rowant, Bald Hill.36 reported in total, max in one visit = 20.

Aston Rowant, Beacon Hilll79 reported in total, max in one visit = 170. This is the
strongest population in the area.

Aston Rowant, just South of M40.seen in one visit.

Aston UpthorpeTransect total = 1. Population just holding on in the &dce
unsuitable grazing by sheep in summer.

Buttler's Hangings Transect total = 1.

Coombe Hill. Only one reported, plus two null returns.

Grangelands Only one reported.

Happy Valley, ChequersOnly one reported.

Hartslock ReserveNone found, despite a search at the peak of the fligitdoe
Shirburn Hill. 7 found in one visit.

Swyncombe DownsTransect total = 40, max in one visit = 19. Numbersamsect
have increased over last 3 years.

Turville. None found, despite a search at the peak of the figibd.

Watlington Hill 105 reported in total, max in one visit = 39. St#f@ng colony,
despite heavy grazing by rabbits.

Yoesden BankOnly one reported, plus two null returns.

Overall numbers in 2004

The total reported from all sites in the year is not ammegul statistic, since it
depends more heavily on the intensity of searching than on é¢nallovopulation in
the Chilterns. Hence an assessment of the situation cainpene2003 is rather
subjective. At each of Hartslock and Turville, a sirgppecimen was seen in 2003,
but none were found there in 2004. On the plus side, none weratsgkirburn Hill
in 2003, but a medium-sized colony was found in 2004. No completelgites
were found. In summary, there is no significant change 2008.



Flight Period
The flight period plotted from all the Levana data for 1984-20@Rhasvn below. The
date is shown as days after 1 July, so day 32 is 1 Augdstay 63 is 1 September.

Flight period of Silver-spotted Skipper (UTB 1984-2  002)
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The earliest date is 11 July (though more commonly around 22 doty)atest is 18
September (though more commonly about 6-9 September). In 20f$theport
was 18 July, and last was 4 September, so it was allghggeriod this year. The
flight period in 2004 peaked a few days earlier than in 2D08at a lower level.

Evidence of range expansion — contraction

There is strong evidence that the range of the SSS is sboywgnding north-
eastwards to re-colonise areas formerly abandoned. Thesisrdtrated in “The
State of Butterflies in Berks, Bucks and Oxon”, which shaw#crease from 11
occupied 2-km squares in 1987-1992 to 26 squares in 1995-2000. However, th
records from 2004 are all within the bounds of those reported lislldeiversity in
2000. The marginal sites at Hartslock and Turville did negakany SSS this year.
At the south-west end, the Aston Upthorpe colony is still magag hang on.

Reasons for Concern and Optimism

Although in some ways 2004 was a little less good for SSS than 20&ight
simply be because 2003 was an exceptionally hot year. 2005 fivargears since
the very thorough study by Leeds University in 2000, and it mightdmod time to
test whether there have been significant changes siricddseline data-set was
compiled. The outlook for SSS is generally one of optimisnit, ia likely to be a
species that will benefit from the warming trend of clienehange.

Please repodill sightings formally to Jim Asher — there are stillyv&w records per
year. In addition, | would be glad to receive hot informatioring the flight period
by email, phone or the UTB web-site. The area betweercd¥iRisborough and
Ivinghoe Beacon is especially important, as well as theldipe of the Chilterns.

SSS Champions team

Richard Soulsby (01491 835226)
Mike Wilkins

Nick Bowles



Provisional records of Silver-spotted Skipper f602.

Site Reported by 2004 $ite total
Aston Rowant, Bald Hill 36

Dave Ferguson 20

David Newland 6

Tony Croft 0

Paul Huckle 0

Gerry Kendal 3

Neil Lambert 7
Aston Rowant, Beacon Hill RLS 170 179

Francis Gomme 3

Tony Croft 4

Paul Huckle 2
Aston Rowant, South M40 side  RLS 9 9
Aston Upthorpe Barry Collett 1 1
Buttlers Hangings A & J Gudge 1 1
Coombe Hill Campbells 0 1

Tom Dunbar 0

Nick Bowles 1
Grangelands Tom D. 1 1
Happy Valley Chequers Tom D. 1 1
Hartslock Reserve RLS 0 0

Derek Brown 0
Shirburn Hill RLS 7 7
Swyncombe Downs RLS 40 40
Turville (Cobstone) Hill RLS 0 0
Watlington Hill 105

Paul Huckle 39

Darren Ward 24

Dave Fuller 29

Martin Raper 12

Gerry Kendall 1
Yoesden Bank RLS 0 1

Dave Ferguson 1

Dave Ferguson 0




